OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

gumALD G MANN

Hon. B, G. Fosely
Civil Diztrict ittorney
Delles, Texas

Dear Sixs

Opinlon Ho. O=-

Ret leagelity contract y indepen-

In _your lctter of ap’ 3 1940, you encloss form
:.t eehool district end an
individual and requsst ow ‘niﬁ- es5to its legality. This
egreement contalng the fo : ryisions conosrnirg the
services to be perfprmed by ¥ gGividuel, to-wit:

elinquent tax 101l in
$ names of all rEONS -
taxes to aaid 4 triot

Qperty on whish paid taxes are Aue,
dvery year for which eny of eald taxes
- he amount due for each yesr,; the
v and ipferest for each of said years, the
hi'of Xuxes, penslty snd ilateresst foy eaeh
of seXdAreers and the greczd totel of all Saxes,
penelty cnd irterest on the delinguent property
involved, all of seld sheete to be numerdeally
nymbered with en slphsbetieal properly divided
{ndgx to each of seld nemes and the numbers on
which the seunc are shown, ell of wiich sheets
and seid index shalild dve tound in a well cone
ptructed loose leafl past binder, & blank spscimen
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of 2ai¢ sheets belng marked Exhibit 'A' attached
hereto and msde a part hLereof,

"{2) To compile & fact sheet reflecting an
analysis of each and every tract of resl proper—
ty located in seld distriet on which there may be
due eny delinquent taxes, showing the page num~
ber of the tax roll-on whieh the seme appeers, -
the printiple owmer, the eddress of- seid owner,

the buminess in whioh he 42 engaged, and an
other informetion of valus in ¢l z the tex

records of seid district of errors, conflicts
and uninown owners, A blank speclimen of gaid
sheets belinz marked Exhibit 'B!' attached hereto
end mnde & part hereof.”

The egresment then provides for the following con-
aidersticn to be pald for such services:

md of g1) delinguont taxes peld to sasd
district far the year 1938 snd il prior years
between the date hereof and the l1st day of lYmroh,
1942, inclus ive,

. #28 of all delinquent taxes peid to seid
distriet for the year 1939 bdetwean the detes of
Yareh 1s%, 1940, and Xerch lst, 1942, inclusive,

"24 of 8ll delincuent tayes psid to sald
dintrict for the year 1940 between the dates of
Yareh let, 1941, and Herch lst, 1942, inelusive,

*Sald - compensation 48 to be poild as enéd when |
seld texes, penalty end interest ere occllected
without further aoction of the boerd.®

Article 1060&, VYernen's Civil Stetutes, reads as
Tollows? '

vivt. 1060s. Appliecotion to school distriet
and munieipel sorporstions of sll provisions of
Title 122 perteining to assesgment and collection,

“Ihet ell of the previsions of Title 122, of
the Rovised Civil Stetutes of Texss, of 1925, bde,
=nd the seme are made avelilable in so far as same
rny be appliosbdble and nesessery to all sghool
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distriets end rauwdeipel corporstions orcenized undey
eny renercl or specisl lew of this .tste ecnd whieh
heve power end suthority to levy and colleot their
own texes, sud thet ezech af aueh corporstions shall
have the benefit of ell liens ané remedies for the
seeurity znd collection of texeg due tiem as is pro-
vided in said Title in the cuse of taxes due the
Stete and County. (aots 1935, L4th leg., p. 686,
t.‘»h. 281, ' 1.," :

The laet paragraph of ixticle 7343, Revised Civil
8tetutes, resds:

n411l lawe of this State for the purpose of 6ol-
lecting delinquent State and county taxes are by
thizs lew mede aveilsble for, &nd when invoked shall
be spplied to, the collection of delinguent tsxes
of cities end towns and independent school dlastxicts
in g0 far as such lsws ere epplicable. I1d4,; Acts
3rd C. S. 1920, p. 48; iote 2nd C, S. 1923, p. 39."

In Bell vs. Mensfield Independent Zchool District,
129 S, . (28) 629, the Suprems Court held thet *"ell laws of
this state for the purpose of collecting delinquent state and
county texes shall be applied teo the collection of delinguent
taxes of independent school distriote in so fer es susch laws
ars spplicsble.® irxrticles 7335 and 7335a were held epplica~
ble in thet case except as to the requirement of epprovsl by
the Comptroller and the Attorney Genersl.

© feotions 1 anéd 2 of Article 7264z, Vermen's Civil
Stetutes, reeds es follows:

wirt, 726Le. Adjustment of delinquent taxes
end collection thereof,

nieC., 1. 1t is hereby declared the Folicy
of the State to cdjust delinquent texes, correct
errors, to eliminste conflicts in surveys-of land,
gnd to collect the delinguent, occupation, fran-
chise and 4id Valorem Texes, in order to c¢lesr this
Ltate of such taxes, errors and conflicts st the
esrliest dete possible, and %o provide & system
for assessers, in order to eliminate the numerocus
errorsg thet now eprpear on the tax rolls esch ree
curring year.

a0, 2. GLoBt of ecllecting delinguent texes
atizll not exceed the empunt of Lthe penally end
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interer., Oor an amount equal to such penslty snd
interect of gll delinguent taxes collected, Any
county desiring to instell e tex or plat syatem
end ¢leay the county of errors, coaflicts and un~
knownt owners, may do so by paying not to exceed
15% of the delinquent taxes collected, wilch pay~
nent shall cover the cost of records end instell-
ing same,"

e think the Commissioners' Court of s gounty, under
euthority of such statutes, could make such a gontrect as this,
Cherokee County vs. Odom, is 8. V. {24) 538; Commissioners'’
Gourt ve, Wallace, 15 S. W. (24) 535; State vs. Ep on, 42
8., W, (24) 228; Corneil vs. Swisher Co., 78 S. ¥W. {(24) 1072;
Kmoogdoches Co. ve, Lefferty, 61 5. ¥. (24) 994. Sinoe such
statutes are applicable to independent achool distriots, wnder
suthority of the Bell-Mansfield Independent Sochool Distriet

case, independent school dlstricte osn legslly enter into
such contracts =8 the one submitted,

tbura'vary truly
ATTORNEY CERERAL OF TEXAS
/
By %Jé%&l‘a,

GClenn R, Lewis
Assistant

GRL/oe
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